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Benito Mussolini (1883-1945) was perhaps fascism's most articulate spokesman. He was born
the son of a blacksmith and worked as a school teacher and day laborer before becoming editor
of a Socialist newspaper prior to World War I. He supported Italy's entry into the war and was
wounded in the conflict. In 1919, he was one of many small-time candidates trying to make a
mark in Italian politics. An amazing orator and opportunist, Mussolini presented a message of
order and action that won him the support of working and middle-class Italians who had been hit
hard by the inflation that plagued Europe after the war. Mussolini even organized terrorist
squads to contribute to the very instability that drew him adherents.
By 1922, the fascists controlled local governments in many cities in northern Italy. Mussolini
initiated a march on Rome that met with no resistance from King Victor Emmanuel III.
Concerned with violence and his personal safety, the king asked Mussolini to become prime
minister and form a government. Although Mussolini had achieved power legally, his Italian
National Fascist party ("Blackshirts") did not enjoy even a near majority in the Chamber of
Deputies. He immediately disrupted the parliamentary government with threats and physical
acts of violence against its elected members. Mussolini was then given temporary dictatorial
powers by the king to stabilize the political situation; he soon turned these into a permanent and
personal dominance.
Mussolini's vision of a "corporate state," in which each individual worked for the welfare of the
entire nation, guaranteed employment and satisfactory wages for labor but did not permit
strikes. He favored industrialists by allowing lucrative profits and gave respect to Italy by closely
identifying his regime with the glorious heritage of the ancient Roman Empire. Mussolini
succeeded in giving Italy direction and dignity, but he accomplished this through suppression of
civil rights and individual liberties. He was, indeed, the quintessential fascist.
The following selection is perhaps the defining statement of fascism. Mussolini believed that the
twentieth century was a new historical epoch that required a different political premise based on
popular loyalty to the state and supported by violent force.

THE DOCTRINE OF FASCISM: "THIS WILL BE THE CENTURY OF THE STATE"
Fascism was not the nursling of a doctrine worked out beforehand with detailed
elaboration; it was born of the need for action and it was itself from the beginning
practical rather than theoretical; it was not merely another political party but, even in the
first two years, in opposition to all political parties as such...If one were to re-read...the
report of the meeting in which the Fasci Italiani di CombÂ‡ttimento [Italian Bands of
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Combat] were constituted, one would there find no ordered expression of doctrine, but a
series of aphorisms, anticipations, and aspirations which, when refined by time from the
original ore, were destined after some years to develop into an ordered series of
doctrinal concepts, forming the Fascists' political doctrine - different from all others
either of the past or the present day...
We want to accustom the working-class to real and effectual leadership, and also to
convince them that it is no easy thing to direct an industry or a commercial enterprise
successfully...We shall combat every retrograde idea, technical or spiritual...When the
succession to the seat of government is open, we must not be unwilling to fight for it.
We must make haste; when the present regime breaks down, we must be ready at once
to take its place. It is we who have the right to the succession, because it was we who
forced the country into the War, and led her to victory...
The years which preceded the March to Rome were years of great difficulty, during
which the necessity for action did not permit research of any complete elaboration of
doctrine. The battle had to be fought in the towns and villages. There was much
discussion, but - what was more important and more sacred - men died. They knew how
to die. Doctrine, beautifully defined and carefully elucidated, with headlines and
paragraphs, might be lacking; but there was to take its place something more decisive Faith...But, since there was inevitably some lack of system, the adversaries of Fascism
have disingenuously denied that it had any capacity to produce a doctrine of its own,
though that doctrine was growing and taking shape under their very eyes...in the laws
and institutions of the regime as enacted successively in the years 1926, 1927 and
1928...
Above all, Fascism, the more it considers and observes the future and the development
of humanity quite apart from political considerations of the moment, believes neither in
the possibility nor the utility of perpetual peace. It thus repudiates the doctrine of
Pacifism - born of a renunciation of the struggle and an act of cowardice in the face of
sacrifice. War alone brings up to its highest tension all human energy and puts the
stamp of nobility upon the peoples who have the courage to meet it. All other trials are
substitutes, which never really put men into the position where they have to make the
great decision - the alternative of life or death. Thus a doctrine which is founded upon
this harmful postulate of peace is hostile to Fascism...This anti-pacifist spirit is carried
by Fascism even in the life of the individual...The Fascist accepts life and loves it,
knowing nothing of and despising suicide; he rather conceives of life as duty and
struggle and conquest, life which would be high and full, lived for oneself, but above all
for others - those who are at hand and those who are far distant contemporaries, and
those who will come after...
Such a conception of life makes Fascism the complete opposite of that doctrine, the
base of the so-called scientific and Marxian Socialism, the materialist conception of
history; according to which the history of human civilization can be explained simply

through the conflict of interests among the various social groups and by the change and
development in the means and instruments of production. That the changes in the
economic field...have their importance no one can deny; but that these factors are
sufficient to explain the history of humanity excluding all others is an absurd delusion.
Fascism now and always, believes in holiness and in heroism; that is to say, in actions
influenced by no economic motive, direct or indirect...And above all Fascism denies that
class war can be the preponderant force in the transformation of society...
After Socialism, Fascism combats the whole complex system of democratic ideology;
and repudiates it, whether in its theoretical premises or in its practical application.
Fascism denies that the majority, by the simple fact that it is a majority, can direct
human society; it denies that numbers alone can govern by means of a periodical
consultation, and it affirms the immutable, beneficial, and fruitful inequality of mankind,
which can never be permanently leveled through the mere operation of a mechanical
process such as universal suffrage. The democratic regime may be defined as from
time to time giving the people the illusion of sovereignty, while the real effective
sovereignty lies in the hands of other concealed and irresponsible forces. Democracy is
a regime nominally without a king, but it is ruled by many kings - more absolute,
tyrannical, and ruinous than one sole king, even though a tyrant...
Political doctrines pass, but humanity remains; and it may rather be expected that this
will be a century of Fascism. For if the nineteenth century was the century of
individualism (Liberalism always signifying individualism) it may be expected that this
will be the century of collectivism, and hence the century of the State...
The foundation of Fascism is the conception of the State. Fascism conceives of the
State as an absolute, in comparison with which all individuals or groups are relative,
only to be conceived of in their relation to the State...
The Fascist State has drawn into itself even the economic activities of the nation, and
through the corporative social and educational institutions created by it, its influence
reaches every aspect of the national life and includes, framed in their respective
organizations, all the political, economic and spiritual forces of the nation. A State which
reposes upon the support of millions of individuals who recognize its authority, are
continually conscious of its power and are ready at once to serve it, is not the old
tyrannical State of the medieval lord nor has it anything in common with the absolute
governments either before or after 1789. The individual in the Fascist State is not
annulled but rather multiplied, just in the same way that a soldier in a regiment is not
diminished but rather increased by the number of his comrades. The Fascist State
organizes the nation, but leaves a sufficient margin of liberty to the individual; the latter
is deprived of all useless and possibly harmful freedom, but retains what is essential...
The Fascist State is an embodied will to power and government; the Roman tradition is
here an ideal of force in action. According to Fascism, government is not so much a

thing to be expressed in territorial or military terms as in terms of morality and the spirit.
It must be thought of as an empire - that is to say, a nation which directly or indirectly
rules other nations, without the need for conquering a single square yard of territory. For
Fascism, the growth of empire, that is to say the expansion of the nation, is an essential
manifestation of vitality, and its opposite a sign of decadence. Peoples which are rising,
or rising again after a period of decadence, are always imperialist: any renunciation is a
sign of decay and of death.
Fascism is the doctrine best adapted to represent the tendencies and the aspirations of
a people, like the people of Italy, who are rising again after many centuries of
abasement and foreign servitude. But empire demands discipline, the coordination of all
forces and a deeply felt sense of duty and sacrifice...for never before has the nation
[Italy] stood more in need of authority, of direction, and of order. If every age has its own
characteristic doctrine, there are a thousand signs which point to Fascism as the
characteristic doctrine of our time. For if a doctrine must be a living thing, this is proved
by the fact that Fascism has created a living faith; and that this faith is very powerful in
the minds of men, is demonstrated by those who have suffered and died for it.

What do you think are the weaknesses of Mussolini’s
position?

