
QUESTIONS	  TO	  ANSWER	  FOR	  READINGS	  
IN	  FEDERALISM	  PACKET	  (20	  points)	  

 
A. Federalist 16 & 17 
1. Explain the argument Publius (Hamilton in this case)  makes in support of 

national authority. 
2. In what sense did Hamilton get it wrong when describing the spheres of 

power to be held by the national and the state governments.  Explain. 
 

B. Antifederalist 17 
1. What did the critics of the national government’s power identify as the 

central problems with the Constitution as written.  Were they correct? 
 
 

C. Merits of the Federal System—James Bryce 
1. Briefly summarize the main arguments for a federal system the Bryce sets 

out 
2. Bryce points out that none of the political mechanisms underlying the 

federal system would be successful without moral and material influences:   
the love of self-government and a “sense of community in blood, in 
language, in habits and ideas, a common pride in the national history and 
the national flag.”  Are Bryce’s observations about these moral and 
material influences still realistic assessments of Americans today?   
Explain your position. 

 
D. Questions for Morton Grodzins’ “The Federal System”  

 
1. Describe Grodzins "marble cake" descriptions of American federalism. 

 
2. Although the 19th Century is characterized as an era of "dual federalism" 

in which federal and state function were fairly clearly separated; Grodzins 
feels this is a misnomer. Why? What evidence does Grodzins present that 
the marble cake analogy has always been the more accurate 
representation of federalism within the American System. 
 

3. In what ways does national politics influence decentralization of power? 
	  

4. Grodzins points out that one of the major defects in the federal system is 
"the danger that parochial and private interest may not coincide with, or 
give way to, the nations’ interest." Given the decentralization of power in 



our political system, and the general dispersion of power at the national 
level (the separation of powers, powerful congressional committees, 
independent administrative agencies, and so on) how does Grodzins feel 
the centrifugal force of domestic politics need to be balanced? 

 


