
U.S. CONSTITUTION

DEMOCRATIC DOCUMENT OR CONSERVATIVE COUNTER-REVOLUTION

(70 points)

 

For years, U.S. citizens have debated the true motives of the Founders and the very nature of the 
Constitution. In 1913, Charles Beard argued that what some call the "Miracle in Philadelphia" 
was not the product of those "seeking to realize and fine notions about democracy and equality, 
but [those who] were striving . . . to set up a government that would be stable and efficient, 
safeguarded on one hand against the possibilities of despotism and on the other against the 
onslaught of the majorities."   John P. Roche countered Beard by asserting that the Constitutional 
Convention was a "nationalist reform caucus which had to operate with great delicacy and skill 
in a political cosmos full of enemies to achieve the one definitive goal: popular approbation 
[approval]"   In Chapter 2 of  How Democratic Is The American Constitution?,  Robert Dahl 
argues that the Constitution is not very democratic, and so designed by the Founders for 
particular reasons. In Federal Farmer 7 (representation) and Brutus No. 2 ("bill of rights"), Anti-
Federalists take exception to certain aspects of or omissions from the proposed Constitution.  
Historian Bernard Bailyn focuses on the creative imagination of the Founders in an excerpt from 
his book "To Begin the World Anew."  Finally, you will find a chapter from Woody Holton's 
recent book, "Unruly Americans" summarizing his thesis that the Constitution was a response to 
the excesses of democracy in the states.

 

Based on  the language of the U.S. Constitution and what you have learned about the creation 
and meaning of the document from Publius (10 and 51), Beard, Roche, Dahl,  Bailyn, Brutus, 
Federal Farmer, and Holton, you are to write a paper answering this question:

Was the Constitution reflective of a conservative re-imagining of the ideals of the Revolution or 
was it the end product of a democratic process to effect a democratic vision.?

 

The paper should be 5-6 pages in length, typed, double-space in Times New Roman, 12-
point font. Margins are 1" all around.  You should use specific evidence from the 
Constitution AND  the readings to support your position; using parenthetical citations to 
sources used.   YOU MUST  PROVIDE A HARD COPY AND SEND ME A DIGITAL 
COPY OF YOUR PAPER: the file name should include your first initial, last name and the 
word "motives."


